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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Receipt is acknowledged of the RCE received on 12 December 2005. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 

claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 

various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 

made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 

37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 

commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

2. Claims 1-1 1 and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ho (US 6,064,855) in view of DeSmet (US 4,884,974). 

Re claim 1, Ho teaches a system for illustrating sound and text comprising a book 
having pages including indicia, at least some o the pages including a magnetic signatures 
(FIG. 6), a book holder adapted to accept the book, the book holding having magnetic 
switches (FIG. 6), a speaker (40), and power supply(50) (FIG. 2). Though Ho is silent to 
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a reading controller, the Examiner notes that it would have been obvious to include such 
a controller in order to process that functions relating to the reception of data, page 
detection, etc. A controller/microprocessor for controlling electrical functions is well 
known and conventional in the art, and therefore is an obvious expedient. Ho teaches the 
magnetic switches are operative to detect the absence of the magnetic signatures on the 
pages as they are turned by a user viewing the book (FIG. 2). Though silent to the 
reading controller interacting to determine a given page and to retrieve audio 
representations stored and playing the sound to the user for the corresponding page, the 
Examiner notes that a microprocessor/controller for controlling an electronic device 
(including the limitations aforementioned) is well known and conventional in the art. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a 
microprocessor/controller control such aspects of the electronic book system, as is 
conventional in the art. 

Ho teaches a memory 141' that includes the stored audio representations of the 
indicia of the pages, and therefore is silent o a cartridge being inserted into the book 
holder. 

DeSmet teaches a book holder that accepts a ROM cartridge on the back page that 
includes the audio content (abstract). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Ho with those of DeSmet. 

One would have been motivated to do this in order to have a more secure 
connection between the reader and the memory (actual engaging/connection of parts). 
Additionally, the Examiner notes that the selection of a chip that is in contact with a 
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reader or a cartridge in contact with a reader appears to be a matter of design variation, as 
both are means to connect the book holder with audio content that is stored. 
Accordingly, the Examiner notes that such a selection can be an issue of design variation, 
therefore well within the skill in the art, for reasons such as aesthetics, availability/cost of 
parts, system constraints, etc. 

Re claim 2, Ho teaches that the magnetic signatures are attached to at least some 
pages in specified locations in order to be detected by the magnetic switches (FIG. 6). 

Re claim 3, Ho teaches the switches are prealigned in the book holder to 
correspond with magnetic signatures at the specified location (FIG. 4 and 6). 

Re claim 4, Ho teaches a flat platform reading portion (FIG . 7). 

Re claim 5, the Examiner notes that it would have been obvious for the power 
supply to power the speaker and control activation and deactivation of the book holder, as 
is conventional in the art, to provide audio content. As noted above, though silent to a 
reading controller, it is obvious that a reading controller/microprocessor would control 
operation of the bookholder, including communication/connection with components such 
as the power source. 

Re claim 6, the limitations have been discussed above. The Examiner has 
interpreted the phrase "creating contact" to include the magnetic signatures 
communicating directly with the sensors/switches. 

Re claim 7, the limitations have been discussed above. The Examiner notes that 
the book is placed in the holder to read/play the audible content associated with the book. 
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Re claim 8, the Examiner notes that the pages of the book are turned in order to 
view illustrations/text. Such operations are well known and conventional in the art for 
reading a book. 

Re claim 9, the Examiner notes that it has been discussed above that the pages and 
corresponding text/pictures are identified so that the necessary audio content is played for 
the user. 

Re claim 10, the Examiner notes that it is obvious that the content is retrieved 
before so that it can be played to the user. 

Re claim 1 1, as discussed above, the speaker outputs the audio representations 
reproduced to correspond to the pages being viewed. 

Re claims 25-30, the Examiner notes that such limitations have been discussed 
above. The Examiner notes that depending on the position of the pages, a direct 
connection may or may not be made (depending on how the pages are open). When the 
sensors do not detect pages (detect that the book is not opened to a page) no audible 
sound is played. Re claim 30, though silent to reed switches, the Examiner notes that 
reed switches are a well known and conventional means to detect a magnetic 
signature/field. Replacing magnetic sensors of one well known type with a second 
known type (reed switches) is a matter of design variation well within the skill in the art, 
as both are functionally equivalent for detecting magnetism. The selection of a type of 
switch could be for aesthetic reasons, cost, size, etc., which are within the skill in the art. 
3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ho/DeSmet, as discussed above, further in view of Gresser, Jr. et al. (US 6,167,233). 

The teachings of Ho/DeSmet have been discussed above. 
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Ho/DeSmet are silent to downloading a duplicate of electronic equivalent 
representations stored in a first electronic memory to a second electronic memory housed 
within the book holder. 

The Examiner notes that downloading personalized/customized content to a 
cartridge/memory of a talking book is well known and conventional in the art for 
producing custom content. Specifically, Gresser, Jr. et al. teaches such limitations (FIG. 
7+) that allow an external unit to transfer messages into the memory to be saved onto the 
book recorder or to be sent from the book recorder to a computer. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use such teachings in order to have 
customizable content for the associated book being read/used. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Ho/DeSmet with those of Gresser, 
JR. et al. 

One would have been motivated to do this for customizable content. 
4. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ho/DeSmet, as discussed above, in view of Smith, in (US 5,466,158). 

The limitations have Ho/DeSmet have been discussed above. 

Ho/DeSmet are silent to a book support surface adjoined to one side of the 
reading surface to support the pages. 

Smith, III teaches such limitations (30 in FIG. 2), where both the reading and 
support surface are flat. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Ho/DeSmet with those of Smith, III. 
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One would have been motivated to do this to provide a supporting structure for 
convenience of the user when reading a book. 

5. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ho/DeSmet/Smith, III as discussed above, further in view of Brefka et al. (US 4,636,881) 

The teachings of Ho/DeSmet/Smith, III have been discussed above. 

Ho/DeSmet/Smith, III are silent to a folding means to allow the support and 
reading surfaces to fold for easy carrying. Smith, HI teaches the surface slides in and out, 
and does not fold, though Smith, IE also is compact for transportation/storing. 

Brefka et al. teaches a cover that is interpreted as a folding means to allow the 
support and reading surfaces to fold for easy carrying (FIG. 1). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Ho/DeSmet/Smith, III with those of 
Brefka. 

One would have been motivated to do this to provide a support system for the 
book while also allowing it to be folded for compact storage/transportation. Such a 
change between a surface that folds versus one that slides (Smith, III) also appears to be a 
matter of design variation, as a functional equivalent means to put a surface for support, 
which is flipped, rather than slid, to provide a different means to expose the surface, for 
design constraints, aesthetics, etc. 

Re claim 17, though the prior art is silent to the use of volume control, the 
Examiner notes that volume control is well known and conventional in the art, and an 
obvious expedient for producing a pleasant volume level for the user. 
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Re claim 18, Ho teaches the use of flashing lights 130 which determine a state of 
the book. Though silent to an LED the Examiner notes that the use of an LED is an 
obvious expedient well within the skill in the art, for obtaining optical properties such as 
directional lighting, reduced heat, long lasting lighting, etc. and the selection of LEDs is 
within the skill in the art. 



Additional Remarks 

6. The Examiner notes (US 5,567, 163) teaches a talking book with volume control 
and an example of reed switch can be seen (US 5,893,132), where reed switches are a 
very simple/conventional means for detection. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Li (US 5,631,883), Haas et al. (US 5,707,240), Huffman et al. (US 
5,893,132), Jeng (US 4,809,246), Baer et al. (US 5,531,600), Jessop (US 5,645,432), and 
Li (US 6,513,836). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel I. Walsh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel I Walsh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
2-18-06/O 



